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Cadets, after inten-
sive training, are staged to 
become the future leader-
ship of the U.S. Army.  
They are the building 
blocks of the Officer 
Corps and are those hope-
ful students who intend to 
one day serve their coun-
try in the U.S. Military. 

The Reserve Officers 
Training Corps is an op-
tion college students have 
if they intend to become 
commissioned officers in 
the military.  During their 
time as cadets, they go 
through classes covering a 
variety of topics including 
military science, military 
justice, and the principles 
of war.  Cadets earn an 
understanding of how the 
military operates and the 
role of an officer within 
the military.  They are 
expected to show com-
plete motivation and carry 
themselves with pride and 
distinguished military 
bearing. 

“My favorite part about working 
as an instructor is working with moti-
vated cadets,” said Capt. Thomas Fitz-
patrick, Assistant Professor of Military 
Science at the University of Rich-
mond, and a 29th Infantry Division 
Soldier. 

Good leadership aids in creating  

good cadets who, after training, go 
forward to become good officers.  
That said, there must be a base for the 
cadets to build upon, and that base is 
where ROTC instructors come in to 
play.  

Capt. Paul Vance, Assistant  

Professor of Military Science at 
George Mason University and 

also a 29th ID Soldier, is one 
of those instructors.  Vance 
served two tours of duty in 
Iraq and has eight years of 
military experience under his 
belt and strives to share that 
experience with his cadets. 
    “The ability to take com-
manding experience and 
leadership experience and 
apply it to tomorrow’s lead-
ers is my favorite thing about 
being part of the ROTC pro-
gram,” said Vance. 
    Within the military, offi-
cers are looked upon as ex-
amples that every Soldier 
should strive to emulate. 
That is why it is essential 
that cadets stay in excellent 
physical shape and maintain 
high grade point averages 
throughout their time in the 
ROTC program.  “We have 
total emphasis on PT,” said 
Vance. 
    Each cadet looks forward 
to the day they get commis-
sioned.  It is a big day for 
them, the pinnacle of their 

studies and training, and holds a 
great deal of significance for them.  
Col. Steven Scott, a 29th Infantry Divi-
sion Soldier, former ROTC instructor 
at Duke University and current Train-
ing and Operations Officer for 17 dif-
ferent ROTC programs said of cadets 
receiving their commission, “I know 
they are going off to do great things.” 



PT formation is 5:45 a.m. everyday.  Uniform of the day: Army Combat Uniform and soft cap with rank. 
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What was the name of General A.P. 
Hill’s trusty steed? 

(Check back for the answer in the next 
edition). 

QUESTION OF THE DAY 29th Attacks Leader’s Reaction Course 
Five Soldiers  

from the 29th Infantry 
Division’s Headquar-
ters, Headquarters 
Company recently 
took the challenge of 
the Leader's Reaction 
Course. After com-
pleting an early 
morning Army Physi-
cal Fitness Test, the 
Soldiers took on six 
challenging, scenario- 
based obstacles. The 
successful completion 
of each scenario re-
quired quick think-
ing, effective commu-
nication, and physical 
strength. The Soldiers 
rotated the leadership 
position after each 
scenario. At the end 
of the day, the troops 
left smiling with 
pride as they com-
pared their scrapes, 
cuts and 
bruises.                       

Got Old Uniforms? 

If you have old Battle Dress Uni-
forms, or BDU related items left over 
from the old days, Master Sgt. Gary 
Wakeman will take them off your 
hands. Master Sgt. Wakeman will 

then donate them to cadets at the Mas-
sanutten Military Academy in Wood-

stock, Virginia. 

The cadets use the BDUs to train in 
the field, but since the wearout date of 

April 30, 2008 they are becoming 
increasingly hard to come by. 

 

Please contact Master Sgt. Wakeman 
at (540) 335-3855 



Weather for Wednesday, June, 25 2008: 88o/65o Partly Cloudy 
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Become a Warrant Officer in the 29th Infantry Division! 
Do you want:  

Then you need to become a Warrant Officer in the 29th Infantry Division. 

More opportunity? 
More pay? 

More responsibility? 

More respect? 
To improve yourself? 

To be a subject matter expert? 

The 29th Infantry Division is 
looking for good NCOs with excel-
lent leadership and technical skills 
to fill critical Warrant Officer posi-
tions in the Intelligence, Signal, 
Field Artillery and Legal fields.  
There are a number of Warrant 
Officer vacancies in the 29th ID 
and we want to recruit 29th ID sol-
diers to fill them. 

The Warrant Officer is the 
highly specialized expert and 
trainer who by gaining progressive 
levels of expertise and leadership, 
operates, maintains, administers 
and manages the Army’s equip-

ment, support activities or techni-
cal systems for an entire career. 

Soldiers interested in becom-
ing Warrant Officers must meet 
minimum prerequisites and other 
specific requirements based on the 
Warrant Officer specialty they are 
seeking.  Minimum prerequisites 
include having a 110 General 
Technical score, be physically fit, 
meet the Army’s height and weight 
requirements, be no older than 46 
years of age; and be eligible for a 
secret clearance or higher.  Waiv-
ers for some prerequisites can be 
granted on a case by case basis. 

Please see Chief Warrant Offi-
cer Holm. He is attending Annual 
Training and wants you to see him 
if you have any questions about 
becoming a Warrant Officer.  He 
will also explain the more detailed 
prerequisites required of specific 
Warrant Officer Specialties the 29th 
ID needs. Also feel free to stop him 
if you see him during the day at 
Longstreet Camp and let him know 
you are interested. He will take 
your contact information and Chief 
Warrant Officer Robison, the 
VAARNG Warrant Officer Re-
cruiter will contact you. 

Chief Warrant Officer Stephen Holm 

Email:  stephen.holm@us.army.mil 

Work Phone:  (757) 788-2184 
 
 

Chief Warrant Officer James Robison 

Virginia ARNG Warrant Officer recruiter 

Email: james.j.robison@us.army.mil 

Work Phone:  (434) 298-6431 

DSN 438-6431 

For more information contact the following individuals: 



Weather for Thursday, June, 26 2008: 91o/65o Mostly Cloudy 
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Annual Training Contact Numbers 

EOC (Building 1531):   540-280-5617 

Supply (Building 1527):   804-633-8348 

DFAC (Building 1525):   804-633-8292 

AP Hill Armory :    804-633-5274 

Public Affairs Office:   804-205-0134 

Published by: 
29th ID Public Affairs Office 

 
UNDER AUTHORITY OF  

AR 360-1 
COMMANDING GENERAL: 

Brig. Gen. Grant L. Hayden 
PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICER: 

Maj. Patrick A. Swan 
STAFF: 

Capt. Lisa Browne 
1st Lt. Eliana York 

PUBLIC AFFAIRS NCO 
Sgt. 1st Class Jack Holt 

EDITOR in CHIEF:  
Spc. Andrew H. Owen 

WRITERS: 
Sgt. Terra C. Gatti 
Spc. John B. Wood 

ANSWER TO  

QUESTION OF THE DAY 

JUNE 23 

What paragraph covers guidance on 
proper wear of the Army Combat Uni-
form under Army Regulation 360-1? 

Answer: None. AR 360-1 does not 
cover wear and appearance of uni-
forms, AR 670-1 does. Additionally, 
guidance on the ACU has not been 
updated in the regulation. Proper wear 
of the ACU is set by the Sergeant Ma-
jor of the Army, and passed down 
through proper channels. 

Soldier Spotlight 
Story by Spc. John B. Wood 
29th ID Public Affairs 

 

Check us out on the web! 
View this newsletter as well as previous 
editions at the Virginia National Guard 
website. 

Visit us at http://vko.va.ngb.army.mil/
VirginiaGuard/newsletter/index.htm 

Then click on 29th Infantry Division AT 
08 newsletter. 

Photo by Sgt. Terra C. Gatti 
29th ID Public Affairs 

No, you’re not seeing double.  
There really are two Specialists 
Pardo walking around Fort. A.P. 
Hill.  They’re not twins either, but 
sisters, born just 18 months apart. 

Spc. Bridget Pardo, the old-
est, and her younger sister, Spc. 
Ashely Pardo have a lot in com-
mon.  They both belong to the 
same section within the 29th Infan-
try Division, both attend the same 
college, both work in the same 
café, and attended both Basic 
Training and Advanced Individual 
Training at the same time. 

The Pardo’s military career 
began when Ashley joined the 
military and then, just three short 
days later Bridget signed as well.  
Ashley, 19, said she joined for the 
discipline that the military gave her.  
Bridget, 20, joined because her sister 
joined. 

While both Pardo sisters attended 
basic training at Ft. Jackson, S.C. at 
the same time, and while they were 
both in the same company, they were 
in different platoons.  In AIT, how-
ever, they were in both the same com-
pany and the same platoon. 

Currently, both sisters are as-
signed to the supply section of the 29th 
Infantry Division’s Special Troops 
Battalion.  Ashley enjoys life in the 
military and, stated, “I like the military 
a lot; I want to make it a career.” 
Looking toward the future, Ashley 

stated she intends to go to Officer 
Candidate School because she feels 
that, as an officer, she will have more 
knowledge at her disposal, while 
Bridget intends to work for the FBI. 
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