Draft Finding of No Significant Impact (dFNSI)

Virginia National Guard State Headquarters Building Construction and Re-Stationing of Company B,
429th Brigade Support Battalion
Defense Supply Center Richmond
Richmond, Virginia 

Virginia National Guard


INTRODUCTION

The Virginia National Guard (VANG) prepared an Environmental Assessment (EA) to identify and evaluate potential environmental effects of constructing a new state VANG State Headquarters (VANG State HQ) at Defense Supply Center – Richmond (DSCR) and move the VANG personnel from its current facility in Sandston, Virginia to the new building upon project completion. The VANG prepared the EA in accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA, 42 USC §4321 to 4370e), the Council on Environmental Quality Regulations for Implementing the Procedural Provisions of NEPA (CEQ Regulations, 40 CFR Parts 1500-1508), and Environmental Analysis of Army Actions (32 CFR 651).

1. DESCRIPTION OF THE PROPOSED ACTION AND ALTERNATIVES

Proposed Action - Under the Proposed Action, VANG would construct and operate a new two-story State Headquarters on a 13.6-acre parcel at DSCR. The new headquarters would provide adequate office and administrative space to operate and coordinate the missions of VANG, thus supporting the readiness of the entire VANG. The proposed facility would address overcrowding, a lack of administrative space, and outdated facilities currently encountered by various elements of the VANG.

The proposed VANG State HQ would provide 104,621 square feet of office and administrative space, equipment storage area, and sufficient parking for 175 privately owned vehicles needed to operate and coordinate the missions of the VANG. The proposed facility would house the VANG, the Air Component Command (ACC) and Company B, 429th Brigade Support Battalion (BSB). The facility would also house the Department of Military Affairs (DMA), the corresponding state portion of the VANG. Total estimated personnel would be 193. The VANG anticipates construction of the proposed VANG State HQ to begin in June 2016.

In addition to the Proposed Action, the VANG reviewed other alternatives to meeting its current and future needs.  Alternate locations analyzed included Fort Pickett and Sandston, Virginia, where the VANG owns or leases property that could potentially accommodate the Headquarters, but both alternatives failed to meet basic criteria to compete with the DSCR location. All alternatives were measured against established acceptability criteria and two alternatives were selected for a more detailed analysis: the Preferred Alternative/Proposed Action and the No Action Alternative.

No Action Alternative 
Pursuant to NEPA and CEQ regulations, the No Action Alternative must be considered. The No Action Alternative serves as a baseline against which the environmental impacts of the other alternatives are measured. If the No Action Alternative was selected in this case, the VANG facility would not be constructed and the VANG units would continue to operate in substandard facilities at the Sandston Armory. The current facility presents a facility shortfall that adversely impacts current mission capability and state readiness.	

2. ENVIRONMENTAL ANALYSIS 

The analysis of the potential impact is documented in the EA entitled: Proposed Construction and Operation of the Virginia Army National Guard State Headquarters and Re-Stationing of Company B, 429th Brigade Support Battalion at Defense Supply Center Richmond.  The EA identifies the environmental resources that could be affected by the proposed action, and determines the significance of the impacts, if any, to each of these resources.  

Based on the EA’s analysis, the VANG determined that the known and potential adverse impacts from the Proposed Action on geology, topography, and soils, water resources, biological resources, land use, hazardous and toxic waste/materials, cultural resources, socioeconomics, noise, air quality, and infrastructure, would not be significant. Hazardous materials impacts would be managed through the inclusion of Best Management Practices (BMPs).  A vapor barrier system in the design plans to address a groundwater contamination plume near the proposed new headquarters. 

The proposed action does involve personnel relocations from Sandston to DSCR, but there are no significant impacts expected on local goods and services, or employment at Sandston due to additional positions that will be relocated from other offices into the existing Sandston Armory, as well as other related on-going maintenance operations that will still be on-going at Sandston. No significant adverse impacts are expected at Sandston or DSCR for this action.

3. MITIGATION
No mitigation measures will be necessary to reduce potential adverse environmental impacts to below significant levels.  The VANG will implement BMPs and applicable VANG construction guidelines for new facilities.  Additionally, the VANG will obtain all necessary permits and construction site approvals prior to implementation of this action. 
4. REGULATIONS     

The proposed action will not violate the NEPA, the CEQ Regulations, 32 CFR 651, or any other federal, state, or local environmental regulations. 

5. COMMITMENT TO IMPLEMENTATION

The NGB and VANG affirm their commitment to implement this EA in accordance with NEPA. Implementation is dependent on funding. The VANG and the NGB’s Environmental Programs, Training, and Installations Divisions will ensure that adequate funds are requested in future year’s budgets to achieve the goals and objectives set forth in the EA. 

6. PUBLIC REVIEW AND COMMENT 

[bookmark: _GoBack]The draft EA has been made available for public review and comment for a period of 15 days from May 04, 2016 to May 19, 2016. A Notice of Availability has been published in the Richmond Times Dispatch on May 01, 2016 to initiate this public comment period. Comments or requests for additional information will be directed to Mr. Brian J. Webb (NEPA Specialist) at 316 10th Street, Fort Pickett, Blackstone, VA 23824 or by phone at (804) 436-3784 during normal business hours. All substantive public comments will be addressed through a formal letter to the commentator from the VANG and included in the Administrative Record prior to the final FNSI being signed. 

7. FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT

After careful review of the EA, I have concluded that implementation of the Proposed Action would not have a significant impact on the quality of the human or natural environment nor generate significant controversy.  The FNSI will be signed and the action will be implemented. This analysis fulfills the requirements of NEPA and the CEQ Regulations.  An Environmental Impact Statement will not be prepared, and the National Guard Bureau will issue this Finding of No Significant Impact.
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