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SUBJECT: Standing Operating Procedure for the VaARNG National Environmental Policy Act
Process

1. References:

a. NationalEnvironmentalPolicyAct (NEPA)of 1969(PublicLaw 91-190; 42 U.S.C. 4321 et
seq.)

b. 40 Code of FederalRegulations(CPR),Parts 1500-1508,Regulationsfor Implementingthe
ProceduralProvisionsof the NationalEnvironmentalPolicyAct, July 1, 1986.

c. 32 CPR, Part 651: EnvironmentalAnalysisof Army Actions:Final Rule, March 29,2002
(ReplacesArmy Regulation200-2).

d. National Guard Bureau (NGB) NEPA Handbook, March 2002.

e. NGB All States Memorandum,Guidancefor EnvironmentalDocumentation, August 2004.

2. When a federalaction is proposed,the NationalEnvironmentalPolicy Act (NEPA)(ref 1a)
process (encl 1) must be followedto ensurecompliancewith the NEPA laws and guidelines
referencedabove.

a. ProjectIdentification.

(1) Determine if the proposed action is a federal action. A federal action includes those projects
that involve any of the following: federal funds (to include federally reimbursed state contracts),
federal equipment, federal mission, federal personnel or federal permits.

(2) If the project is a federal action:

(a) The proponent must involve the VaARNG NEPA Program Manager (PM) and Joint Forces
Headquarters, Environmental Staff (VAFM-E) early in the project planning process.

(b) The proponent of the action must ensure the NEPA process is followed and completed.




