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DEPARTMENTS OF THE ARMY AND THE AIR FORCE

OFFICE OF THE ADJUTANT GENERAL OF VIRGINIA

JOINT FORCE HEADQUARTERS - VIRGINIA

BUILDING 316, FORT PICKETT

BLACKSTONE, VIRGINIA 23824-6316

REPLY TO


ATTENTION OF

VAAG     




                                                     16 November 2004

MEMORANDUM FOR SEE DISTRIBUTION

SUBJECT:   National American Indian Heritage Month 

1. American Indian Heritage Month was first established as a weeklong celebration in 

1976 to recognize and celebrate the contributions and achievements of American Indians. 

On 5 November 1994, President William J. Clinton signed legislation extending the weeklong celebration to a month.

2.
American Indian Heritage month recognizes the accomplishments of over 504 recognized tribes, including 197 Alaskan Native groups such as the Eskimos and Aleuts. There are currently eight recognized tribes in the state of Virginia. The National Museum of the American Indian opened on the National Mall in Washington, D.C. on 21 September 2004. The museum celebrates the wisdom, language, art, spirituality and daily life of Native Americans.
3.
Native Americans have served with distinction in the military dating back to the War of 1812.  The valor and dedication of Native Americans was further visible in the decorations received in battle: 24 Medals of Honor, 71 Air Medals, 51 Silver Stars, 47 Bronze Stars, and 34 Distinguished Flying Crosses.

4.
The contributions Native Americans have made to this nation are immeasurable. From art to agriculture, from science to the military, all Americans have benefited from the native people of this country.  I encourage each of you to observe this month with remembrance and appropriate programs and activities.









/S/
                                                CLAUDE A. WILLIAMS

                                                Major General, VaARNG

                                                                                 The Adjutant General
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