[image: image1.png]



DEPARTMENTS OF THE ARMY AND THE AIR FORCE

OFFICE OF THE ADJUTANT GENERAL OF VIRGINIA

JOINT FORCE HEADQUARTERS - VIRGINIA

BUILDING 316, FORT PICKETT

BLACKSTONE, VIRGINIA 23824-6316

REPLY TO


ATTENTION OF

VAAG




                                                           8 September 2004

MEMORANDUM FOR SEE DISTRIBUTION

SUBJECT: Hispanic Heritage Month (September 15 – October 15)

1. Hispanic Heritage Month recognizes the accomplishments of several ethnic groups to include 

Mexican Americans, Cuban Americans, Spanish Americans, Americans from the Spanish speaking countries of Central and South America, and Puerto Ricans.  The Spanish were one of the many ethnic groups involved in the early exploration of America. They established settlements in the early 1500s in the territories known today as California, Colorado, New Mexico, Texas, and Florida. They also established the first European settlement in North America in 1563 at Saint Augustine, Florida.  

2.   The history of Hispanics serving in the defense of our nation dates back more than 200 years. Generations of Hispanics have served and sacrificed in the United States Armed Forces. This proud tradition is reflected by scores of veterans.  Some were Medal of Honor recipients and others achieved flag/general officer or the top enlisted ranks; all were patriots.

3. The National theme for Hispanic Heritage Month is “Hispanic Americans: Enhancing the

National Tapestry”.  Hispanic Heritage Month was first started as a weeklong ceremony in 1968.  It was expanded by Congress in 1989 to a month long observance.

4.    Hispanics have made significant contributions to America in the fields of education, politics, business, medicine, sports, the arts, and the military.  Their service has contributed to the success of America. 

5.    Hispanics have made an indelible mark on the history and culture of the United States.  In keeping with this month, I strongly urge each of you to participate in the observance of Hispanic Heritage Month by conducting appropriate activities and programs.

 
   /S/

                                           CLAUDE A. WILLIAMS

                                            Major General , VaARNG

                                                                               The Adjutant General
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