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MEMORANDUM FOR SEE DISTRIBUTION

SUBJECT: African American Heritage Month

1.  This year’s theme is “ The Niagara Movement.” The Niagara Movement was an effort to secure full citizenship for African Americans by a group of black intellectuals who met in Niagara Falls, Canada in 1905. The group, under the leadership of W.E.B. Dubois, developed an aggressive platform to reach their goals. The group demanded freedom of speech and criticism, male suffrage, the abolition of all distinctions based on race, the recognition of the basic principles of human fellowship and respect for the working person. The group continued to meet annually until 1908 when they merged with an organization formed by prominent white citizens and became what is now known as the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP). 
2.  February is the month set aside to recognize the heritage, diversity, and accomplishments of 

African Americans. The observance of African American Heritage dates back to 1926, when the Association for the Study of Negro Life and History  (ASALH) started Negro history week under the direction of Dr. Carter G. Woodson. In 1976, Congress extended the weeklong celebration to a month.

3. African Americans began their service in the Virginia Army National Guard in 1872 with the

formation of the “Attucks Guard” in Richmond. The “Attucks Guard” was the first of twenty units that were established between 1872 and 1899 comprised of African American soldiers.  African Americans started their service in the Virginia Air National Guard in 1965 with the enlistment of SSG John H. Lewis. African Americans have fought in every major U.S. military action from the Revolutionary War.

4.   African American Heritage Month is a time for us to reflect on the many contributions African Americans have made to our society.  Please take time to recognize and celebrate the achievements of African Americans.






                      /S/
                                               CLAUDE A. WILLIAMS

                                              Major General, VaARNG

                                                                                 The Adjutant General
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