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                                                              1 May 2004

MEMORANDUM FOR SEE DISTRIBUTION

SUBJECT:   Asian Pacific American Heritage Month ( 1-31 May 2004 )

1. The 2004 theme for Asian Pacific American Heritage Month is “Freedom For All, A Nation

We Call Our Own”.  Asian Pacific American Heritage month recognizes the accomplishments of over 50 ethnic groups to include Chinese, Japanese, Filipino, Korean, Hawaiian and Somoan.

2. Asian Pacific American Heritage Month was first established as a weekly celebration in 

October 1978.  In May 1990, President George Bush Sr. signed 
legislation extending the weekly celebration to a month. Two years later, he signed House Resolution 5572, a public law that permanently designated the month of May as Asian Pacific American Heritage Month.

3. May was chosen because of the significant events in Asian Pacific American history.

Japanese immigrants first arrived in the United States on 7 May 1843 and 10 May 1869 marks the day the transcontinental railroad was completed, connecting the East to the West.  It is estimated that 9,000 of the 10,000 workers that built the railroad were Chinese.

4.
Asian Americans have helped to defend America since the Spanish American War. The 442nd Regimental Combat Team of World War II, the “Go For Broke” unit, was comprised totally of Asian Americans. It was one of the most decorated units in history, receiving over 1800 individual awards for valor while serving in Italy and southern France. 

5.
Asian Pacific Americans have made significant contributions to our society. I encourage each of you to observe this month with remembrance and appropriate programs and activities.








            /S/

                                               CLAUDE A. WILLIAMS

                                               Major General , VaARNG

                                                                                The Adjutant General
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