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MEMORANDUM FOR SEE DISTRIBUTION

SUBJECT: African  American Heritage Month

1. February is the month set aside to recognize the heritage, diversity, and accomplishments of 

African Americans. The observance of African American Heritage dates back to 1926, when the Association for the Study of Negro Life and History  (ASALH) started Negro history week under the direction Dr. Carter G. Woodson.

2. Dr. Woodson, a native of Buckingham County Virginia, founded Negro week in 

February 1926 to ensure that the history and achievements of African Americans would not be forgotten. February was chosen to correspond with the birthdays of Abraham Lincoln, the signer of the Emancipation Proclamation and Fredrick Douglass, an ex-slave and noted Abolitionist.  The weeklong celebration was extended to one month in 1976, the year of our nations Bicentennial.

3.  This year’s theme is “ Brown v. Board of Education (50th Anniversary)”. The Brown decision declared the permissive or mandatory segregation that existed in school system unconstitutional. The Supreme Court ruled that all Americans should be treated equally without regard to the color of their skin. The decision served as the catalyst for desegrating public schools across America.

4. African Americans have played a vital role in our nations military dating back to the American Revolution. They have served with distinction and honor in every major war from the Civil War to the current war on terrorism. African Americans started their service in the Virginia National Guard in 1872 with the formation of the “Attucks Guard” in Richmond. The “Attucks Guard” was the first of twenty units that were established between 1872 and 1899 comprised of African American soldiers. The oldest armory in the state is located in Richmond on Leigh Street. It was originally constructed in 1895 for the First Battalion, Infantry (Colored) and still stands today.   

5.   African American Heritage Month is a time for us to reflect on the many contributions African Americans have made to our society.  Please take time to recognize and celebrate the achievements of African Americans.

                                               CLAUDE A. WILLIAMS

                                               Major General, VaARNG

                                                                                 The Adjutant General
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