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EEO REVIEW

Rights of persons involved in complaints

· Aggrieved persons, representatives, and all witnesses shall be free from restraint, coercion, discrimination or reprisal.  

· The aggrieved person has the right to remain anonymous during the informal stage of the technician complaint process.  

· The aggrieved person has the right to representation by an individual of their choice. However, Counselors, Investigators, Officers, and the EEO staff cannot represent the aggrieved person.  

· Aggrieved persons shall have a reasonable amount of official time to prepare and present their complaint.  (The amount of time considered reasonable is on a case-by-case basis by the HRO.)  

· Bargaining unit members may file under the negotiated grievance procedure or the EEO procedure, but not both.

Tips to Avoid Discrimination Complaints

Be sure that you can state sound job related reasons for:

· Personnel actions and decisions

· Any deviations from “past practices”

· Deviation from policies and procedures

Respond promptly to:

· A change in an employee’s performance and /or behavior

· Inappropriate statements, actions or behavior that could be offensive to others

· Allegations or statements that suggest disparate treatment

Periodically review hiring, promotion, training, assignments, disciplinary and termination patterns to determine if differences or imbalances exist.  When differences exist, are they due to discriminatory practices?  What will correct these differences?
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Although the first "American Indian Day" was declared by the State of New York in 1916, a month long recognition of Native Americans was not achieved until 1990. In that year, President George Bush declared the first National American Indian Heritage Month on August 3. His action was based on legislation presented by Senator Daniel K. Inouye (D-Hawaii) and Congressional Delegate Eni Faleomavaega (D-American Samoa). In each of the four previous years, Congress had enacted legislation designating "American Indian Heritage Week." This consecutive legislation allowed for the establishment of a month-long observance.  
The purpose of National American Indian Heritage Month is to honor and recognize the original people of this land. Throughout our history, American Indian and Alaska Native people have been an integral part of the American character. Against the odds, America's first people have endured, and they remain a vital cultural, political, social, and moral presence. Tribal America has brought to this great country certain values and ideas that have become ingrained in the American spirit: the knowledge that humans can thrive and prosper without destroying the natural environment; the understanding that people from very different backgrounds, cultures, religions, and traditions can come together to build a great country; and the awareness that diversity can be a source of strength rather than division. 
As we celebrate American Indian Heritage Month this year, we take note of the injustices that have been suffered by American Indian people. Even today, few enjoy the full bounty of America's prosperity. But even as we look to the past, we must also look to the future. Along with other Americans, American Indians and Alaska Natives will face new challenges in the coming century. We can ill afford to leave any of our people behind. Tribal America must figure as prominently in our future as it has in our past. 

1. What two states have the largest populations of Native Americans?

a) New Mexico and Arizona

b) Florida and Texas

c) Nevada and Iowa

d) Oklahoma and California  

2.   What state derives its name from an Indian word meaning, "Beautiful Land?"

a) Kentucky
b) Connecticut

c) Iowa
d) Michigan

3. Where is the National Museum of the American Indian?

a) New York

b) Iowa
c) Washington, DC

d) Arizona 

4. When was the first American Indian Day celebrated in New York?
a) 1916
b) 1914
c) 1990 

d) 2002 

5. In what century did these 5 American Indians receive the Medal of Honor?
a) 21st

b) 20th
c) 19th 

d) 18th 
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1. D. Oklahoma and California

2. C. Iowa

3. C. Washington, DC

4. A. 1916

5. B. 20th

Book of the Month
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We’re Still Here: Contemporary Virginia Indians Tell Their Stories
By Sandra F. Waugaman and Danielle Moretti-Langholtz
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Quote of the Month
“A positive attitude will not solve all your problems, but it will annoy enough people to make it worth the effort.”

                      ~Herm Albright

Upcoming Events

· Native American Heritage Month is November 2004.

· We will celebrate Native American Heritage Month on 18 November 2004 at the Fort Pickett’s Officers Club.  The program will start 1300.
The SEEM’s Office would like to wish everyone a Happy Thanksgiving!
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This publication will be distributed on a monthly basis.  If you have any questions or comments, please call MAJ Ramsey at (434) 298-6229/DSN 438-6229 or via email elijah.ramsey@va.ngb.army.mil
Veterans Day
In 1918, on the eleventh hour of the eleventh day in the eleventh month, the world rejoiced and celebrated.  After four years of bitter war, an armistice was signed.  November 11, 1919 was set aside as Armistice Day in the United States, to remember the sacrifices that men and women made during World War I.

Congress passed a bill introduced by a Kansas congressional representative renaming the federal holiday to Veteran’s Day.  In 1954, President Eisenhower signed a bill proclaiming November 11 as Veterans Day.

Americans still give thanks for peace on Veterans’ Day.  There are ceremonies and speeches and at 11:00 in the morning, most Americans observe a moment of silence.

******* REMEMBER*******
The Employee Assistance Program is available for members of National Guard and their family members who may require assistance in dealing with a difficult situation by calling 1-800-223-2515
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Our Universes: Traditional Knowledge Shapes Our World 
NMAI on the National Mall, Washington, DC

Our Universes focuses on indigenous cosmologies—worldviews and philosophies related to the creation and order of the universe—and the spiritual relationship between humankind and the natural world. Organized around the solar year, the exhibition introduces visitors to indigenous peoples from across the Western Hemisphere who continue to express the wisdom of their ancestors in celebration, language, art, spirituality, and daily life.

The community galleries feature eight cultural philosophies—those of the Pueblo of Santa Clara (Espanola, New Mexico, USA), Anishinaabe (Hollow Water and Sagkeeng Bands, Manitoba, Canada), Lakota (Pine Ridge Reservation, South Dakota, USA), Quechua (Communidad de Phaqchanta, Cusco, Peru), Hupa (Hoopa Valley, California, USA), Q'eq'chi' Maya (Cobán, Guatemala), Mapuche (Temuco, Chile), and Yup'ik (Yukon-Kuskokwim Delta, Alaska, USA). The design of these galleries reflects each community's interpretation of the order of the world.The exhibition also highlights the Denver (Colorado) March Powwow, the North American Indigenous Games, and the Day of the Dead as seasonal celebrations that bring Native peoples together. 
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