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May is Asian Pacific American Heritage Month.  The theme this year is “Freedom For All, A nation to Call Our Own “ While some individuals may believe that having a “special month” for a particular group may be defeating the goal of obtaining “One America,” national observances serve a significant purpose – it allows organizations such as the Virginia National Guard to reflect on and learn about the history and diversity of different groups.  By promoting recognition and respecting people’s differences and using those differences to create a successful, creative, and effective work place we move closer to achieving our goal of “One America.”

Like millions of others who left their homeland to come to America, the first Asian and Pacific American immigrants who arrived here in the 19th century were seeking a better life than the one they left behind.  Asian Pacific Americans were faced with prejudice and discrimination.  During World War II, 110,000 Japanese, many of who were second and third generation American citizens were placed in interment camps.  It was not until 1988 when the President apologized and offered redress signing a law and reparations to thousands of Japanese Americans.

There is widespread belief that Asian and Pacific Americans do not suffer the discrimination and disadvantages associated with other minority groups.  The fact is that in spite of recent efforts to promote civil rights and equal opportunities for ethnic minorities in the United States, Asian and Pacific Americans have been largely neglected and ignored…Individual cases of success should not imply that the diverse peoples who make up Asian-American communities are uniformly successful…Despite the problems Asian-Americans encounter, the success stereotype appears to have led policy makers to ignore those truly in need.

A Brief History of Asian Pacific American Communities

Asian Pacific American communities such as: Japanese Americans, Chinese Americans, Korean Americans, Filipino Americans, Samoan Americans, Vietnamese Americans, etc. are concerned with many issues that affect the Asian Pacific American community. It was determined  that this community needed to speak with one voice. With the encouragement of many friends and constituencies the Asian Pacific American Heritage Council, Inc. was formed in 1979. 

[image: image18.wmf][image: image19.wmf][image: image20.wmf]This Council sought to bring existing Asian Pacific ethnic organizations together. The founding organization members included American Citizens of Taiwanese Origin, Asian American Arts & Media American Bar Association Of Washington, D.C. Combined International Philippine-American ssn., Guam Society America, Inc., Hawaii State Society of Washington, D.C., Indo-Chinese Community Center, Japanese American Citizens League, Washington, D.C., Korean Association of Greater Women, Inc., Taiwanese Association, of American, Washington. D.C. Thai's for Thai Association. 

In 1999, Asian Pacific American Heritage Council, Inc. embarked on a nationwide chapter development movement beginning with Hawaii-Pearl Harbor as the first chapter. 

Memorial Day

Memorial Day, originally called Decoration Day, is a day of remembrance for those who have died in our nation’s service. Memorial day was officially proclaimed on 5 May 1868 by General John Logan, national commander of the Grand Army of the Republic, in his General Order No.11, and was first observed on 30 May 1868, when flowers were placed on the graves of Union and Confederate soldiers at Arlington National Cemetery.  
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Please take time to remember the men and women who are protecting freedom overseas and at home. Also remember those who have given their lives to protect America and the oppressed throughout the world.

WHO’s??  WHO’s??

1. Lan Cao

a. Author

b. Fashion Designer

c. Architect

2. Jerry Yang

a. President/CEO, Toys “R” Us

b. CEO/Chair,Sigma Designs

c. Co-founder of Yahoo! Inc.

3. Gordon Chang

a. Film Producer

b. Associate Professor, Stanford University

c. Author

4. Amy Hill

a. Screenwriter

b. Actress/Writer

c. Music Director

5. [image: image22.wmf][image: image23.wmf]Connie Chung

a. Author

b. Actress

c. News Correspondent, ABC
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· Japanese cherry blossom trees were planted in Potomac Park in Washington, DC, in 1912 as a gift from the people of Tokyo.

· Chow Mein is an American dish, first prepared by Chinese railroad workers in San Francisco.
· Asian Pacific Americans come from at least 30 different countries, each with a unique historical and cultural heritage.

· The 1990 Census reflects 88,118 Asian-Pacific American Vietnam Veterans.

· In 1989, President Bush appointed Elaine Chao as Deputy Secretary of Transportation, the highest office ever reached by an Asian-Pacific American in the executive branch.
· In 1978, Representative Norman Mineta (D-CA) and Frank Horton (R-NY), along with Senators Spark Matsunage and Daniel Inouye, introduced legislation that was passed to proclaim an Asian/Pacific American Heritage Week in May.
· In 1990, President George Bush signed a proclamation declaring May to be Asian Pacific Month.

· In 1992, President Bush signed legislation into law to designate May of each year as “Asian Pacific American Heritage Month.”

******* REMEMBER*******
The Employee Assistance Program is available for members of National Guard or their family members who may require assistance in dealing with a difficult situation by calling 1-800-223-2515.
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Book of the Month
A History of Mother's Day
      By HOLLY HILDEBRAND
Houston Chronicle Interactive

The first celebrations in honor of mothers were held in the spring in ancient Greece. They paid tribute to Rhea, the Mother of the Gods. During the 17th century, England honored mothers on "Mothering Sunday," celebrated on the fourth Sunday of Lent.   In the United States, Julia Ward Howe suggested the idea of Mother's Day in 1872. Howe, who wrote the words to the Battle Hymn of the Republic, saw Mother's Day as being dedicated to peace. 

Anna Jarvis of Philadelphia is credited with bringing about the official observance of Mother's Day. Her campaign to establish such a holiday began as a remembrance of her mother, who died in 1905 and who had, in the late 19th century, tried to establish "Mother's Friendship Days" as a way to heal the scars of the Civil War. 

INTEREST STARTS IN THE UNITED STATES
Anna M. Jarvis (1864-1948) is credited with originating our Mother's Day holiday. She never married and was extremely attached to her mother, Mrs. Anna Reese Jarvis. Mrs. Jarvis was a minister's daughter who for 20 years taught Sunday school in the Andrews Methodist Church of Grafton, West Virginia. Miss Jarvis graduated from the Female Seminary in Wheeling, West Virginia, and taught in Grafton before moving to Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, with the rest of her family. 

[image: image28.wmf]Anna Reese Jarvis died in Philadelphia in May of 1905. Still unmarried and left alone with her blind sister Elsinore, Anna missed her mother greatly. Two years after her mother's death (1907) Anna Jarvis and her friends began a letter-writing campaign to gain the support of influential ministers, businessmen and congressmen in declaring a national Mother's Day holiday. She felt children often neglected to appreciate their mother enough while the mother was still alive. She hoped Mother's Day would increase respect for parents and strengthen family bonds. 

[image: image29.wmf]Quote of the Month

" He Who Knows Others Is Wise. He Who Knows Himself Is Enlightened ".
-Tao Te Ching
THE FIRST MOTHER'S DAY
The first Mother's Day observance was a church service honoring Mrs. Anna Reese Jarvis, held at Anna Jarvis's request in 

Grafton, West Virginia, and in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, on May 10, 1908. 

Carnations, her mother's favorite flowers, were supplied at that first service by Miss Jarvis. White carnations were chosen because they represented the sweetness, purity and endurance of mother love. Red carnations, in time, became the symbol of a living mother. White ones now signify that one's mother has died. 
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Memorial Day
A time for picnics, time off work - 
Vacations and the “Indy” - 
A holiday, too often times 
We forget what, it should be.

A time to pay respect to those
Who rallied to the battle cry - 
Who gave their lives for liberty - 
Those freedoms for you and I.

Such a waste of brave young souls - 
Some still struggling through their youth 
Who faced and fell willingly 
Before wartimes’ awful truth.

So as we share this holiday 
With our friends or family - 
Take a moment to give thanks to
Those who died so we’d stay free.

Let us strive for world peace - 
For the end of greed and hate - 
For next time, after “the war” 
It just may be too damned late.

Del “Abe” Jones
This publication will be distributed on a monthly basis.  If you have any questions or comments, please call MAJ Elijah Ramsey at (434) 298-6229/DSN 438-6229 or email: elijah.ramsey@va.ngb.army.mil
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DID YOU KNOW





MESSAGE FROM THE SEEM





ASIAN PACIFIC AMERICAN HERITAGE MONTH














Answers:


1  A


2. C


3. B


4. B


5. C











  Chinese 


  Immigrants


          


     By


     Kay Olson 
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Remember our Service Men and Women protecting Freedom
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