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I would like to thank everyone who came to the African-American Heritage program at Fort Pickett. The program was a success!

All of the speakers did a fantastic job. I would like to thank COL Stockton, SFC Wynn, and Mr. Jonathan Walton for their outstanding remarks.  SSgt Meekins did a fantastic job providing entertainment; I cannot forget Mr. Hill who did an excellent job as the Master of Ceremony.

The Women’s history program will be held 17 March at the Post Theater. The program will start at 1100. The guest speaker will be Dr. Belle Wheelan, Virginia’s Secretary of Education.

We will have several training events this fiscal year for EO/EEO/Diversity. EEO counselor training will be conducted 12-16 April at Camp Pendleton (SMR). Mediation training for selected individuals will be conducted 20-24 May at Camp Pendleton (SMR). Investigator & Diversity training is scheduled for June. I will provide additional information once the training is finalized.

The Virginia Army National Guard can conduct Unit Climate Assessments (UCA) online from any computer.  Units who have not conducted a UCA in last year or who have had a change of command should conduct the UCA.  We will provide more information on this program in a separate memorandum.

ALL major commands and staff sections are required to reply by endorsement NLT 1 September annually that all fulltime and traditional soldiers have received Prevention of Sexual Harassment training. We will provide more information on this requirement in a separate memorandum.

Finally, all soldiers who are on Active Duty (Title 10) and believe they are being discriminated against must file their complaint while on active duty. Active duty complaints of discrimination cannot be processed in the state.


1. The first women to serve as National 

Security Adviser?

a.  Madeline Albright

b.  Condoleezza Rice

c.  Janet Reno

2. The first women to serve as U.S. 

Secretary of State?

a.  Sharon Pratt Dixon

b   Carol Mosley-Braun

c   Madeline Albright

3. The first women U. S. Attorney General?

a. Eileen Collins

b. Janet Reno

c. Toni Morrison

4. The first women to go to be sent into 

space?

a. Sally Ride

b. Wilma Mankiller

c. Barbara Harris

5. The first women chief of the Cherokee 

Nation of Oklahoma?

a.     Sally Ride

b.     Wilma Mankiller

d. Barbara Harris

6. The first female jockey to ride in the 

Kentucky Derby?

a. Diane Crump

b. Hattie McDaniel

c. Ethel Waters





The Virginia National Guard recognizes March as Women’s History Month. The month is a celebration of the rich and dynamic work of women in helping to create and sustain America’s democratic society. 

The Education Task Force of Sonoma County, California, first started Women’s History Month as a weeklong ceremony in 1978. The Task Force started the program because of the lack of women’s history in the K-12 curriculum and general public consciousness. The week of March 8 was chosen to make International Women’s Day the focal point of the observance. It was expanded by Congress in 1987 to a month long observance.

The theme for National Women’s History Month is “Women Inspiring Hope and Possibility”. This theme celebrates the hope and sense of possibility that comes to our lives from the inspirational work of women. Hope comes in many forms from laws challenged and changed, new medical research, stories of compassion and courage, and witnessing women stand tall against great odds.

Women have made significant contributions to America in the fields of education, politics, business, medicine, the arts and the military.  The service of women has helped to ensure the success of America.
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The National Museum of Women in the Arts, in Washington, DC, is the only museum in the world that focuses on the achievements of women artist. The museum’s permanent collection includes more than 3, 000 works of art, from sculpture to paintings to photography, and covers 16th through 21st centuries.

The U.S. Army Women’s Museum, at Fort Lee, Virginia, opened in May 2001. The museum is dedicated to preserving the history of women who served in the army from the Revolutionary War through today. It is located on the former site of the women’s Army Corps (WAC) center and school, where thousands of women trained.

The International Women’s Air and Space Museum, in Dayton, Ohio, was established in 1866 to honor the history of women who took flight in our atmosphere and beyond. Information covers adventurer pilots such Amelia Earhart, 

Founded in 1991, the Women of the West Museum, in Denver, Colorado, offers traveling exhibits, online activities, and a variety of educational programs. Topics explored in recent exhibits include the early fight for Women’s suffrage in the West and what life was like for many women homesteaders who lived in sod houses. 

Since 1975 the National Cowgirl Museum and Hall of Fame, in Fort Worth, Texas, has honored cowgirls and other heroines of the American west. The museum features exhibits, lectures, and other events. Potter Maria Martinez, writer Willa Cather, and Indian guide Sacajawea are among the women who honored at the Hall of Fame. 
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1848- the first women’s convention is held in Seneca Falls, New York.

1963- congress passes the Equal Pay Act making it illegal for employers to pay women less than men.

1967- Executive Order 11375 expands Affirmative Action to cover gender.

1972- Title IX of the Education Amendments bans sex discrimination in schools.

1973- Roe v. Wade, the Supreme Court establishes a women’s right to safe and legal abortion.

1978- The pregnancy Discrimination Act bans employment discrimination against pregnant women.

1994- The Violence Against Women Act tightens federal penalties for sex offenders and special training of police officers.
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American Women’s History
by Doris Weatherford

“If we are to achieve a rich culture, rich in contrasting values, we must recognize the whole gamut of human potentials, and  so weave a less arbitrary fabric, one in which each diverse human gift will find a fitting place.”

by Margaret Mead

2004 Upcoming Events

American GI Forum 56th Annual Midyear

National Training Conf –Las Vegas, NV

March 2004

National Women’s History Month

Theme:  “Women- Inspiring Hope and Possibility” – March 2004

Hispanic Association of Colleges and Universities (HACU) – National Capital Forum on Hispanics in Higher Education

- Wash., DC, 28-31 March 2004

Days of Remembrance (US Holocaust Memorial Council), Theme: “Memories of Courage” – 27 Apr-4 May 2004

Asian/Pacific American Heritage Month

Theme: TBD - May 2004

Federal Asian/Pacific American Council

(FAPAC) National Leadership Training 

Conference - San Francisco, CA, 17-21 May 2004


Women’s Equality Day 26 August 2004

“ Celebrating Women’s Right to Vote”







This publication will be distributed on a monthly basis.  If you have any questions or comments, please call MAJ Elijah Ramsey at (804) 298-6229/DSN 438-6229 or email:  elijah.ramsey@va.ngb.army.mil
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