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Maggie L. Walker
A devoted community
leader and an early advocate
for African American

As a Supreme Court justice,

Thurgood Marshall wrote a

number of decisions on free-

dom of expression and equal

protection, to safeguard the

rights of minorities and the
poor

A civil rights icon Dorothy
Height. From social service to
the Congressional Gold Medal,
she has worn more than a few

hats
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AFRICAN-AMERICAN HISTORY
M ONTH
FEBRUARY 2006

Americans have recognized black history annually since 1926, first as "Negro History Week"
and later as "Black History Month." What you might not know is that black history had barely
begun to be studied—or even documented—when the tradition originated. Although blacks
have been in America at least as far back as colonial times, it was not until the 20th century that
they gained a respectable presence in the history books.

We owe the celebration of Black History Month, and more importantly, the study of black his-
tory, to Dr. Carter G. Woodson. The scholar was disturbed to find in his studies that history
books largely ignored the black American population—and when blacks did figure into the pic-
ture, it was generally in ways that reflected the inferior social position they were assigned at the
time.

Woodson, always one to act on his ambitions, decided to take on the challenge of writing black
Americans into the nation's history. He established the Association for the Study of Negro Life
and History (now called the Association for the Study of Afro-American Life and History) in
1915, and a year later founded the widely respected Journal of Negro History. In 1926, he
launched Negro History Week as an initiative to bring national attention to the contributions of
black people throughout American history.

Woodson chose the second week of February for Negro History Week because it marks the
birthdays of two men who greatly influenced the black American population, Frederick Doug-
lass and Abraham Lincoln.

http://www.infoplease.com/spot/bhm1.html
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The Virginia Mentoring Partnership hosted the Fourth Annual Awards Banquet Wednesday, January
25, 2006 at the Jefferson Hotel in downtown Richmond. Every year the Virginia Mentoring Partner-
ship salutes the contributions made by mentoring programs, its volunteers, and staff to the life and
welfare of young people in the Commonwealth. This year the Virginia Air National Guard was recog-
nized for their “Lunch Buddy” program.

Every week during lunch Virginia Air National Guard members meet with 175 1st and 2nd graders at
Seven Pines Elementary school to work on their reading skills and interact with the students as mentors. Since 1998, students at
Seven Pines have improved their grades and Henrico County Assessment and Literacy tests scores, empowering the students with
greater confidence. The students showed their appreciation by corresponding with their “buddies” who were deployed abroad.
Last year, the 1st and 2nd graders wrote to the President of the United States expressing the gratification and enjoyment they ex-
perienced with the exceptional “Lunch Buddy” program.

A special thanRs to everyone who
participated in the Virginia
Special Olympics Alpine SKRiing
Championship!

The FTS program enables Soldiers to recognize their supporters: spouses, parents, and for
National Guard and Reserve Soldiers, their employers. Honorably discharged veterans may
likewise nominate themselves and now, anybody can nominate an honorably discharged vet-
eran for recognition under this program. Nominees will receive an Army lapel pin, an Army
decal, a certificate and letter signed by the Secretary of the Army and the Chief of Staff of the

Army thanking them for their support.
https://secureweb.hqda.pentagon.mil/ftspublic/
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This publication will be distributed on a monthly basis. If you have any questions
or comments please call MAJ Ramsey @ 434-298-6229/DSN 438-6229 .

elijah.ramsey@va.ngb.army.mil




